
Ashby de la Zouch 
 

Newsletter July 2016 

 

General Meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each month from 2:00p.m to 4:00p.m. at the 
Congregational Church, Kilwardby Street, Ashby de la Zouch 

 
 
Last General Meeting: 26th July 
 
The last meeting was our AGM 
 
The minutes of the meeting will be published as soon as they are available. In the meantime I can 
report that 3 of the committee stood down; Ann Stapley (Speaker Seeker), Ann Thompson 
(Welfare) and Neil Roberts (Treasurer). The Chairman thanked all of them for their contributions 
over several years. Three other committee members (Dorothy Chapman, Anne Donegan and 
James Bloor) stood for re-election as their 2 year tenure had elapsed; Colin Ellis stood for election 
for the first time. All four were (re)elected unopposed. 
 
Guest Speaker: Clive Caulfield 
Subject:   A Busman’s holiday 
 
After the AGM Clive Caulfield, one of our members, talked to us most entertainingly about his 
days as a bus driver. 
He began his career whilst a teacher. It seems he was asked to drive a 'clapped out mini-bus' for 
school trips and took to it at once. 
He passed his PSV licence with flying colours and so got a job with a coach company called 'Skills' 
but then had to take their test on a much larger vehicle, which was an entirely different matter! 
From then on it seems his life was a series of notable incidents. 
He took a load of French students to York and spent 2 1/2 hours trying to park in a CAR park. 
He bent a National Express bus when returning it to them, then found there was no insurance. 
He was involved in a prank with 9 buses forming a moving road block on a north-western 
Motorway. 
He took the chance to drive a London Tube train whilst on a trip to Brixton. 
There were several adventures with the Nottingham Forest football team, and Brian Clough. The 
latter was a gambler and bet Clive he couldn't get to a set of traffic lights in under a certain time. 
Clive won the bet! 
On a 'Booze Cruise' to Boulogne he hit the same taxi in London, in the same location, on both the 
outward and return trips. 
We will draw a veil over the incident with the two girls in Germany, and the comfort stop for 57 
men in an old lady's garden. 
Through fog, ice and snow Clive battled on, clearly enjoying his time behind the wheel. 
He even had an 'Italian Job' moment, balanced on the edge of a ditch. 
He visited many scary places, such as the Place de la Concorde and the Peripherique motorway in 
Paris. But the scariest was the Swarkestone Bridge. 
He wound up with a tasty little story of a girl with a tight skirt trying to get on board. The man 
behind her whose zip she kept trying to undo thinking it was her skirt's was a very happy man. 
Bravo Clive: a splendid tale. Thank you for entertaining us so well! 



 
Group Reports:  
James Bloor gave brief reports on all the active groups. He also announced that Jane Reynolds is 
interested in starting a Play Reading group. Contact her on 01530 411710 or 
jane@4a.eclipse.co.uk if you would like to join too. 
 
Next General Meeting:   
 
Date:  30th Aug 
Speaker:  No speaker  
Subject:  This will be our annual cream tea event hosted by the committee 
 

2016 Tea and Coffee Rota Meeters and Greeters 

August The Committee  

September Phil & Sue Bloor, Christine Dogherty, 
Sonia Spence 

 

October   

November   

December The Committee  

January ‘17   

February   

   

   

   

 
 

 Reporting Group  

August none  

September Music Appreciation  
Quiz 

David Oakley 
Malcolm Bird 

October Trips & Outings  
Walking 

John Howlett 
Bob Baxendale 

November Bird Watching  
Bridge 

James Bloor 
Neil Roberts 

December none  

January ‘17 Calligraphy 
Family History 

Jenny Slawson 
John Dogherty 

February   

   

   

 
 
 
Interest Groups Timetable: 
 
*For trips, outings, walks and other events which meet away from the usual venues, see further 
details in the relevant Group Reports below, or on our website www.ashbyu3a.co.uk   
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August 

Interest group Meeting date and time Venue 

Bird Watching none The next meeting will be in September 

Bridge 
1st & 15th Aug at 7-9 pm 
8th & 22nd Aug at 2-4 pm 

Royal Hotel, Ashby. 

Calligraphy none The next meeting will be in September 

Computer 
3rd Aug at 2 pm 
15th Aug at 2 pm 

16 Winchester Way. 

Digital 
Photography 

4th Aug at 10 am 16 Winchester Way. 

Drawing and 
painting 

none The next meeting will be in September 

Family History 10th Aug at 2 pm 2 Marlborough Way 

Gardening 18th Aug at 2 pm 
Cream tea and plant swap at Phil and Sue 
Bloor’s house 

History 25th Aug  
Trip to Attingham Park and Ironbridge Meet 
at the Royal Hotel at 8.30 am. 

Industrial 
Heritage 

24th Aug National Brewery Centre, Burton 

Italian TBA Venue TBA 

Literature none The next meeting will be in September 

Lunch 11th Aug at 12 noon The Gate Inn, Osbaston 

Medium Walks 8th Aug at 9.45 for 10.00am TBA 

Music 
Appreciation 

none The next meeting will be in September 

Quiz 17th Aug at 2.30pm Bull and Lion Packington 

Recorder 
4th Aug at 10 am 
18th Aug at 10 am 

65 Gresley Wood Road, Church Gresley, 
Swadlincote, DE11 9QP 

Short Walks 19th Aug at 10.00 
Meet at lower car park, Staunton Harold 
Garden Centre 

Trips and Outings none 
Theatre trips in planning for Oct, Nov or 
Dec. See the Trips Group Report below. 

Walking 
2nd Aug. 9.45 for 10 am 
16th Aug 9.45 for 10 am 
 

Meet at The Bull’s Head Rosliston. 
Edale car park S33 7ZQ. Depart Ashby by 
8.15. Approx 8 miles. Fairly strenuous. 

 
Early September 

Interest group Meeting date and time Venue 

Bridge 5th Sept at 2-4 pm Royal Hotel, Ashby. 

Computer 7th Sept at 2 pm 16 Winchester Way 

Digital 
Photography 

1st Sept at 10 am 16 Winchester Way 

Music  
Appreciation 

7th Sept at 10 am  
41 Glamorgan Way, Church Gresley, DE11 
9JT 

Walking 6th Sept at 9.45 for 10 am 
Bricklayers Arms, Main St, Thornton, LE65 
1AH 

   

 
  



Group Reports 
 
Bird Watching – Leader James Bloor birdwatch@ashbyu3a.co.uk 
 
The bird watching group did not meet this month. 
 
Next meeting: Friday, 2nd September 10.30 – 15.00 at Cossington Meadows, Leicester 
 
Bridge – Leader Neil Roberts  01530 455957 
 
This is Bridge for players of all levels playing friendly Contract Bridge with some chatter.  
Several of our number are "beginners" or "returners" and we have experienced players who are 
happy to help others improve their game. We now have about 20 active players.  
We meet weekly on Mondays at the Royal Hotel, Ashby and at present we alternate afternoons 
and evenings. 
 
The agreement with the Royal is that we pay for refreshments. Currently when we play we pay 
£2.50 per week. The Royal provide Car Parking Permits free to our group when playing Bridge. 
If you would like to know more contact Neil on 01530 455957 or Pat Ford on 01827 830672 
 
Next meetings:       1st Aug at 7-9 pm    8th Aug at 2-4 pm 

   15th Aug at 7-9 pm 22nd Aug at 2-4 pm 
 

Calligraphy – Leader Jenny Slawson  01283 229718  
 
We usually meet on the second Tuesday of each month at 2pm. A small but friendly group, we 
enjoy extending our calligraphy skills through a more experimental and creative approach to 
writing texts. We focus mainly on italic and uncial scripts and have produced some very 
imaginative pieces both at home and during our monthly meetings.  
 
The Calligraphy group didn’t meet this month. 
 
Next meeting:  The next meeting will be September 13th at Margaret Baxendale’s house. 
  



Computers – Leader John Howlett  01530 461774 
 
We meet twice monthly to try to solve anyone’s computer problems and to better learn how to 
use them whether they are PCs, Macs, iPads or Android Tablets. All are welcome. No experience 
necessary. 
 
6th July   
A busy group of nine met to go over a variety of issues. 
Jane and Mike, with John D in attendance, worked on linking an ipad to a laptop, and transfer files 
back and forth. 
Steve and Derek worked with Sheila on general usage of a laptop. In particular handling files and 
folders, phone numbers on phones and deleting irritating/unused apps. Some apps, embedded in 
the phone by the manufacturer, cannot be deleted. 
JD, Dave and Colin wrestled with the odd problem caused by the Windows 10 browser, Edge, in 
setting up Favourites on the horizontal bar above the main screen, instead of as a List down to 
right hand side. Edge won't allow more than a few before rolling the residue into a hidden list. 
 
Next meeting: Wednesday 3rd Aug at 2pm at 16 Winchester Way. 
 
Digital Photography – Leader John Howlett  01530 461774 
 
We meet to try understand how to get the best out of our digital cameras whether they are simple 
compact cameras or full-blooded DSLRs and how to edit or modify the pictures afterwards. We try 
to get out and practice every other month. We do not as yet enter competitions.  
 
7th July  
Five of us gathered to look at some interesting features. 
Steve and Dave worked together using the TV to show how photos can be 'imported' into others 
using Photoshop Elements. The example was of a splendid raptor, which was added to a photo of 
another, to create a scene with many others in flight. Editing the source photo to make sure all of it 
was 'lifted' out of its source was the trickiest piece, but not essentially difficult. 
There was a general discussion about how old photos were colourised, before the advent of digital 
photo processing, and how afterwards, using examples. 
Animated gifs, both created using software on the PC, and automatically by Google on Android 
phones were also looked at with examples. 
Some finer points of editing were explored, such as: face recognition, and group changing the inset 
date/time recorded on a photo. This is useful if you find your camera hasn't been updated for the 
clock-change! 
 
Next meeting:  Thursday 4th Aug at 10am at 16 Winchester Way 
 
Drawing and Painting – Contact Chris Dogherty  01530 411148   
 
20th July   
It was a successful morning, Summer, warm sunshine and Lesley's delightful garden; the theme, 
bugs and butterflies. 
Next meeting’s topic, by popular request, will be “Birds.” 
 
Next meeting: Wednesday 21st September at 10 am at 2 Woodcote Way. 
 
  



Family History – Leader John Dogherty 01530 411148 
 
13th July  
We welcomed a new visitor: Bill Bateman, currently a member of the Burton on Trent U3A and 
applying for membership in Ashby 
Bill has made better progress down the years than most of us, but still finds the same roadblocks 
as we do. This time he had difficulty in reconciling the location of a marriage certificate with the 
locations of work and of birth of the two participants. It seems that the parents of one lived in the 
marriage parish, though, so he determined to chase down that lead. You never know where this 
will lead you! 
Lesley is sensibly working through her records, putting them in order and clearing up anomalies in 
her tree. A tedious, but very necessary, job. 
Colin is still struggling with his Windows 10 software, as it keeps losing his task bar. He is making 
strides with his tree now, happily. 
JH told us some more about the story of his grandma in Waterford in the 1922 civil war, and the 
'bullets' she remembers flying overhead. These must have been shells from a field piece across the 
river! 
 
We will need now to get some shape to the November presentation to the History Group. 
 
Next meeting: Wednesday 10th Aug at 10pm at 2 Marlborough Way.  
 
Gardening - Leader Paul Dean 01283 295987 
 
The Gardening Group has been successfully running ever since the U3A started in Ashby. It has 
always been well supported and remains one of the largest interest groups. The gardening 
committee try really hard to provide a good selection of activities suitable for all, including 
specialised talks on various topics, interesting trips out to well-known gardens and social events 
where plants are swapped and garden problems are solved! You certainly don't need to know any 
Latin names or recognise any plant by their leaves alone! There is always food to be eaten and 
drinks to be drunk at the end of each meeting and occasionally prizes to be won! The club is full of 
friendly faces so please come along and meet some of us and give the gardening club a try. 
 
21st July 
We had fabulous weather for our gardening trip today. We visited Prize winning gardener Brian 
Storer's beautiful garden at Linton, Swadlincote. Stunningly colourful, Brian's front garden stood 
out from his neighbours with an array of pots filled with magnificent plant specimens. This display 
enticed us into to the back garden where again beautiful plants greeted us, arranged in borders, 
tubs, and pots filled with prime condition plants. Our visit began with refreshments ,including, our 
favourite - cakes,. Brian gave us a short talk About how his love of gardening began when he was 
aged about 11. He told us that he was driven to open his garden to fundraise following the death 
of his wife about 23 years ago. He added that donations were welcome and would be forwarded to 
this years charity, renovating the children's garden at Burton hospital children's ward. 
We were free to roam around the garden including the greenhouses the only stipulation was 
'please don't touch the onions' they were ready for showing next week. Brian was helpful and very 
patient answering our questions. 
One more thing I have to mention is the perfume, from every viewpoint or seating area the whole 
garden was very highly scented. 
All in all we had an interesting, enjoyable and informative afternoon 
 
Next meeting: Thursday 18th Aug. Cream tea and plant swap at Phil and Sue Bloor’s house 



History – Leader Dorothy Chapman 01530 413042 
 
28th July  Visit to Attingham Park and Ironbridge 
 
We had a full coach for the trip; and we even got a 50p refund each as more turned up than were 
expected! 
An uneventful ride down saw us at Attingham at 10.30. We were met by a very well organised 
reception, and split into three 'teams'. Your correspondent can only speak for the Second Team, 
but I am sure all Teams were equally well favoured with a most informative guided tour of the 
House. Its history has been colourful, stretching back into the 15th century and encompassing 
many changes of fabric and ownership down the years. The magnificent rooms were furnished in 
many styles, as much of the original Regency furniture and fittings was sold off in the 18th century 
to defray debts. There is an ongoing debate about what constitutes 'Conservation' and 
'Restoration'. After all, which period out of six centuries do you select to emulate? 
Most impressive of all, to me, was the Picture Gallery, one of only two designed by Nash. The 
other is in Buckingham Palace! 
 
After this we were free to wander the extensive grounds until time to board the bus for 
Ironbridge. The bridge, built in MDCCLXXIX (1779)  is the first cast iron bridge ever built, and is 
now reserved for pedestrian traffic. So we 'pedestrianed' it! There is quite a lot to see and do in 
the village, including the famous Ironbridge Gorge Museums (ten of them!) but most of us settled 
for a stroll around and a nice cuppa. 
A smooth ride back and we were all home for tea after a Grand Day Out. 
 
Thank you, Dorothy and David, for such excellent organisation! 
 
Next meeting: Thursday 25th Aug at 2pm. “The history of puppets” by Malcolm Trott  
 
Industrial Heritage – Leader Mike Stow 01530 469152 
 
27th July. National Brewery Museum, Burton  
 
A surprisingly popular trip with 19 members wishing to discover the history of brewing in Burton, 
or perhaps looking for a free beer tasting! The site was once part of the Bass Brewery but is now 
independent, however most of the exhibits come for Bass and its subsidiaries. Our guide Terry 
showed us first though the manufacturing process of beer as it was done originally by the 
Benedictine monks of Burton Abbey, then by the local women (brewsters), and then by William 
Bass and lastly in the present day. Much has changed but the basic principles remain, albeit 
heavily mechanised now. The water however still comes from deep below the Trent Valley. River 
water is not used in any part of the process thankfully! 
 
Malting of the barley, i.e. germinating it by keeping it warm and moist, used to require men to 
constantly shovel the grain, which was spread out on the malting shed floor 6-8" deep, 24 hours a 
day. The maltsters were a very hardy breed of men, mostly farm labourers from Norfolk, working 
through farming’s quiet period in the winter months. 
 
We saw the Robey steam engine (unfortunately not in steam) which used to power all the 
machinery on site, the eclectic collection of road vehicles including a bottle-shaped 1920's Daimler 
and, after showing us the various fire engines, Terry explained how Bass used to have its own fire-
service. His father was a fireman and they lived in a cottage on site. 
 



In fact everything used in the brewery seemed to be made, controlled, repaired and maintained 
on-site by the brewery's own workforce. Even the overalls, leather aprons and wooden clogs were 
made on site. William Bass's funeral bier (no pun) was made there. 
 
After a tour of the pub signs, beer glasses and ceramic jugs we visited a re-creation of an 
Edwardian pub complete with many strange original pub games. from there we had a quick look at 
the Worthington micro-brewery now back in production after a minor dispute with "next-door" (ie 
Coors) over the production of White Shield. 
 
The huge model layout of Burton in 1921, complete with many little trains chugging around, 
showed just how much the town depended on beer. Burton was once known as the town inside a 
brewery! 
 
Back outside we just had time for a look at the last remaining steam engine which worked on site 
until the 1960's and the Director's coach both recently restored. Finally we had a chance to be 
taken around the site in a wagon pulled by Jed, a 16 hand Shire horse who is stabled on site with 
an equally large Clydesdale and both are used to pull drays, carts and even wedding carriages on 
special occasions. 
 
With our thirsts suitably worked up, we retired to the Brewery Tap for some beer tasting (brewed 
on site at the Worthington micro-brewery) and some good pub food. 
Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves and said how we could have spent much longer there. 
Maybe a second visit is needed!. 
 
Next meeting:  Wednesday 24th Aug. Thinktank Science Museum and Staffordshire Hoard at 
Museum and Art Gallery, Birmingham  
 
Italian Group – Leader Lynda Hall  01530 415922  
 
The Italian Group didn’t meet this month 

 
Next meeting: After the summer holidays. Date and venue TBA 
 
Literature Group - Leader Sandra Harris  01530 416653 
 
The group meets at 1.30pm as in the dark days of winter most members like to drive home while it 
is still light. We have many lively discussions and agree to differ about many aspects of the books 
we read. 
 
Next meeting:  Tuesday 13th Sept at 28 Willesley Gardens:-  

 “A little life” by Hanya Yanagihara 
 
Luncheon Group – Leader Ray Bentley  01530 412505 
 
We are a group of men and ladies who enjoy a meal together, we take it in turn to choose a venue 
and organise it. Everyone is welcome, all we ask is that you sign the board in the coffee room at 
the monthly meeting prior to the lunch, so we can book the relevant number of seats. If you 
cannot make the monthly meeting please use the contact email or phone number. 
 
Next meeting: Thursday 11th Aug at 12 noon for 12.30 at The Gate Inn, Osbaston. 
 



Music Appreciation – Leader David Oakley  01530 563409  
 
July 3rd  With some apologies there were five of us this month. 
 
Clare started the ball rolling and got us off to a foot taping start with two George Melly tracks. 
'Kitchen Man' and then 'A little Drop More'. Both reflective of his life as it was said he 'leched, 
drank and blasphemed his way round the clubs and pubs of the British Isles and provided pleasure 
to the public for five decades'. It's amazing he managed to live to 80. 
 
Clare remembered seeing him performing live and David recalled him being at his local North 
London Jazz club. 
 
Ann followed this with something to relax to with 'Albatross' by Fleetwood Mac. This was a piece 
of music that had a particular resonance for her and her time working with disabled youngsters. 
Her next choice was Il Divo singing 'Wicked Game', another piece that evoked memories. 
 
Wendy's first choice of music was interesting as it was from a recording of music from a production 
of 'The Passion Play' at Oberammergau which she had seen. Music written more recently but in an 
18th century style. Her second piece was the lovely duet 'La ci darem la mano' from Mozart's 'Don 
Giovanni'. 
 
Then going from the sublime to the ridiculous David chose two pieces by Peter Sellers. Known 
more for The Goons and his many films than for recording. He did produce a large number of 
records, singles, EP's, 10" discs and LP's. With all this vinyl coming back into fashion. The first was 
'Grandpa's Grave' and the second was one of his versions of the Beetles 'She Loves You', which we 
all thought very amusing. 
 
Last but not least was Neil's choice. He first played a track without telling us what is was and after 
a little while we recognised Chris Rea's 'Road to Hell' followed Arlo Guthrie's version of his father 
Woody's song 'City of New Orleans'. 
 
Due to forthcoming August holidays it was agreed there would be no meeting next month.  
 
Next meeting: Wednesday 7th September at 10 am at 41 Glamorgan Way, Church Gresley, 
Swadlincote, DE11 9QP. 
 
Quiz group - Leader Malcolm Bird  01530 563872 
 
The group meet at the Bull and Lion, Packington. The Start time is 2.30 and involves tables of four. 
You do not need to arrange a team of four before the meeting as teams can be organised on the 
day. This enables single individuals to take part - and to make new friends by joining an ad hoc 
team. 
 
20th July Despite the heat we had three tables competing for the July quiz. There was much 
groaning when a series of history questions was announced but all teams did quite well and there 
was a very close struggle at the finish. The "window table" won again so the effect of enhanced 
lighting on the brain is worthy of scientific examination. 
One of the highlights of the afternoon was an individual competition for a goody bag prize which 
had been left over from a previous quiz. This was one by Carol who scored 100%. 
 
Next meeting: Wednesday 17th Aug at 2.30 



Recorder group - Leader Joan Gibson - recorder@ashbyu3a.co.uk 
 
The recorder group, meet twice a month, to make music in a relaxed, fun way. I would hope that 
we would be able to cater for a wide range of experience and skill. 
 
We are now settling in to meeting on the 1st and 3rd Thursday mornings each month. 
 
Next meeting: 4th Aug at 10 am, 65 Gresley Wood Road, Church Gresley, Swadlincote, DE11 9QP. 
 
Trips and Outings Group - Contact Margaret Howlett  01530 461774 
 
The Trips and Outings group has been revived with Margaret and John Howlett taking over the 
mantle as group leaders.  
 
June 30th  Tatton Park 
 
Thirty five people arrived at the Royal Hotel, this was a surprise as we were only expecting thirty 
four. The bus arrived a minute late but we still had a comfortable ride and by about a ten fifteen 
we were there and being processed by NT personnel.  We immediately had a comfort break 
including morning coffee. 
 
As the garden did not open until 12 and the house until 1, our little group set off to find the 
airborne forces memorial from the Second World War. Apparently Lord Egerton offered use of the 
grounds for airborne forces training. 
 
After lunch we visited the Mansion which was built in the 18th, and updated in the 19th, century.  
The family were clever at choosing the right side of conflicts through the centuries. The house is 
showing displays for the 100th anniversary of Roald Dahl's birth.  He had nothing to do with Tatton 
but who cares it's all good fun. 
 
After the Mansion all we had time for was the garden. Lovely as it is, we only had energy for a 
short stroll. 
 
At 4.25 we left for home arriving back at quarter to six. 
 
Next meeting:  We are planning to organise a theatre trip to one or more of the following. All will 
be matinees. Please email trips@ashbyu3a.co.uk with your name and your choices if you wish to 
go on any of them. 
   
Wed 19th October Curve, Leicester  Pride and Prejudice,   8 votes 
Thurs 20th October Curve, Leicester  The Importance of being Earnest, 9 votes 
Wed 23rd November Theatre Royal, Nottingham A Tale of Two Cities,   11 votes 
Wed 14th December Birmingham   Chicago,    5 votes   



Walking Group - Leader Bob Baxendale 01530 481435 
 
The walking group usually does walks of between 7-8 miles, twice a month, and normally have a 
lunch stop at a pub near to, or at the end of, the walk.  
  
The leader will be at the meeting place whatever the weather and will only cancel the walk in 
consultation with those who turn up on the day. All dogs must be kept under control at all times. 
Walking boots or strong shoes are recommended. Be prepared for bad weather by taking warm 
waterproof clothing. Leaders act in a voluntary capacity. All ramblers walk at their own risk. 
 
July 5th  
 
11 intrepid walkers set of from Coton in the Elms, through Lullington, Netherseal and Botany Bay 
and back to Coton and covered 7.72 miles in just over three hours which may be a record for the 
group.  
We were undoubtedly helped in this endeavour by walking in perfect conditions, bright, 
occasionally very breezy and the ground was dry and firm if at times uneven.  
Using, in the main, a pre-described route developed by the National Forest it took us through 
classic English farmland with various crops interspersed with walking through new and old forests. 
All very pleasant.  
As usual we concluded in a public house, The Queens head at Coton in the Elms, where we 
enjoyed the usual Pub fare. 
 
Next walk: Tuesday 2nd Aug at 9.45 for 10 am start. Meet at The Bull’s Head, Rosliston  
 
Medium walks – Leader Carole Harriman 
 
The Medium Walk group do walks of up to 6 miles. Anyone interested please contact Carole. 
 
July 11th  
 
The July walk started at The Globe in Snarestone following part of the Ivanhoe Way to start with. 
We had to walk through field edges filled with weeds, brambles and thistle as high as a person, 
very difficult going. Then onto field edges that were very uneven, so we were constantly looking 
where we walked. Through a wood and emerging at the edge of Newton Burgoland, and then on a 
track which again was muddy and uneven under foot until we reached the tow path of the Ashby 
Canal, where walking became much easier. We stopped for coffee overlooking the canal on a 
bench made for 4, luckily that’s how many came on the walk. Then continued along the canal 
towpath until we reached The Globe Inn. A good walk, the rain held off, but it was not July 
weather! 
 
Next walk: Monday 8th Aug at 9.45 for 10am start.  Starting point and distance TBA.  



Short walks Group – Leader John Howlett 01530 461774  
 
The short walk group organises walks using well defined paths and routes without stiles. The 
maximum length is 3 miles. All are welcome. 
 
June 17th  10 members set off for Bradgate Park arriving just before 10am. We walked the main 
track avoiding cyclists, cars and crowd of mums with pushchairs. Part way along the track we 
found an archaeological dig near the Tudor home of Lady Jane Grey. This was the remains of an 
older Medieval building originally thought to be a hunting lodge but now believed to be too grand. 
We also stopped at the finds tent. In both places we had willing volunteers to describe what they 
were doing and what they have found. We then moved on noticing a group of students(?) making 
a film. It looked like a Game of thrones type story without the sets. At 11.15 we came across our 
first herd of deer, we also found a nice cafe for our coffee break, 
After the break we returned the way we came. We noticed a ranger reminding a dog owner that 
dogs must be kept on lead. 
 
Next walk: Friday 19th Aug at 9.45 for 10 am start.  
Meet at the lower car park at Staunton Harold Garden Centre. 
 
 
 
 
 
Your Committee  

 
Following the AGM on 26th July 2016, the following were (re)elected to the Committee. 
 
John Howlett Chairman chairman@ashbyu3a.co.uk 
Anne Donegan Business Secretary secretary@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
Dorothy Chapman Membership Secretary members@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
Tony Smith Treasurer treasurer@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
 Minutes Secretary minutes@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
Isobel Salt Speaker seeker speakers@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
James Bloor Groups Coordinator interestg@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
Mike Stow Web site webmaster@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
 Welfare welfare@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
Sheila Dean Committee member sheila@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
Colin Ellis Committee member  
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